STALIN  AND  TROTSKY

strong inan? and a very great part of this Hatred
strength had to be spent in repairing the harm
which Trotsky's brilliant and dangerous in-
spirations had done. fic Trotsky's non-Bolshevist
past is no accident," is written in Lenin's will.
Without doubt this passage is always present
to Stalin5 and he sees in Trotsky a man whose
flexibility makes it possible for him to revert
again with complete conviction to his non-
Bolshevist past, should the occasion present
itself. Yes, Stalin must hate Trotsky, firstly
because his whole being is in constant opposi-
tion to him, and then because this Trotsky
jeopardises Stalin's work by everything he says,
writes, and does; indeed, by his very existence.

When one has considered only their rivalry, Acttacnoa
the difference of their very natures and
opinions and their hatred, one has not
exhausted the reactions of Stalin to Trotsky.
Stalin, the great organiser, who has recognised
that even the Russian peasant can be socialised
from within, is trying, great calculator and
psychologist as he is, to make even his oppo-
nent's qualities, which he by no means under-
values, serve his purposes. He is supposed to be
ruthless, but for many years he has been